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12 Metro Detroiters Vie on Reality TV Series for “Ultimate Sales 
Challenge” Champion 

 

Edward Chan of Okemos amongst finalists 
 

LIVONIA, Mich. - August 16, 2007 – Twelve metro Detroit reality-television show finalists are 
competing in a unique and intense six part competition that will culminate in the crowning  of  the 
2007 Ultimate Sales Challenge Champion on live TV.   
 
The final episode  will air prime-time on WXYZ TV (Channel 7) Thursday, September 20P

th
P from 

8:00 – 9:00 PM, but the competitors, including Edward Chan of Okemos, have to first go through 
five interim competitions building up to the finals.  These interim competitions will be webcast on 
HTUwww.wxyz.comUTH beginning on August 19.  
 
“The Ultimate Sales Challenge is an opportunity for incredible personal growth,” said Edward 
Chan, an Okemos resident.  “When you understand how the mind works, you have greater 
control of your actions and responses.  Participating in the Are You Up challenge was a once-in-a-
lifetime experience that really helped me improve my professional capabilities.”  
 
The program, themed Are You Up?, is presented by Envision U, a Livonia-based international 
training company as a way to evaluate, train, recognize and reward regional sales and leadership 
professionals through a series of challenges designed to test their capabilities and help them 
actualize their potential.  
 
“The Ultimate Performer Sales Challenge is American Idol for sales and leadership 
professionals,” said Rod Hairston, CEO of Envision U and developer of the program.   
“Our philosophy is simple,” said Hairston.  “Training builds confidence.  Confidence creates 
influence, and the ability to influence leads to success and prosperity.  We want to capitalize on 
our region’s extraordinarily qualified workforce to create better, smarter and more marketable 
professionals, helping them to build bright futures right here in metro Detroit.”  
 
The concept for The Ultimate Sales & Leadership Challenge came out of Hairston’s experience in 
training and coaching sales and customer service people for a number of Fortune 500 companies, 
where he has worked with hundreds of qualified and motivated mortgage bankers over the past 
ten years. 
 



After auditioning hundreds of metro Detroiters, Envision U selected twelve finalists to compete to 
become the 2007 Ultimate Sales & Leadership Challenge Champion.  The finalists are as follows: 
 
Edward Chan – Okemos, MI 
Charles Anderson – Dearborn, MI 
Sarah Davies – Novi, MI 
Bob Dorigo Jones – Northville, MI 
Gregory Dreifus – Oak Park, MI 
Jason Hall – Bloomfield Twp., MI 
India Horton – Ann Arbor, MI 
Marilynne McBride – Rochester, MI 
Brittany McMillan – Trenton, MI 
Tracye Robinson-Blount – Bingham Farms, MI 
Erik Thompson – Detroit, MI 
Gayle Webster – Detroit, MI 
 
Five Webisodes will air on HTUwww.WXYZ.comUTH  prior to the televised finale.  The schedule is as 
follows: 

•  Webisode 1: The Audition - August 19, 2007  
•  Webisode 2: Adventure and Chaos - August 26, 2007  
•  Webisode 3: Head to Toe Makeover - September 2, 2007  
•  Webisode 4: Star Performer - September 9, 2007  
•  Webisode 5: Sales Pursuit - September 16, 2007  

Throughout the competition, contestants received exclusive voice coaching by Hollywood voice 
coach to the stars, Roger Love, who has worked with the “who’s who” of Hollywood talent, 
including Reese Witherspoon, Eminem, Matchbox 20, Mandy Moore, Papa Roach, Motley Crue 
and more!  In addition, in order to test their ability to influence and maintain composure under 
pressure, contestants negotiated a simulated hostage crisis during a bank robbery, rappelled from 
a 5-story building, performed in a live singing competition and many more exciting challenges! 
 
Program sponsors include Quicken Loans, WXYZ-TV, ePrize, Somerset Collection, The Inn at St. 
John’s, Cadillac Travel Group, Fathead.com, Imperial Marketing, Inc., GoPicnic, Inc. and Motor 
City Harley-Davidson. 
 
For your chance to star in the next challenge, please respond to our casting call by visiting 
HTUwww.AreYouUp.comUTH.  For more information, please contact HTUwww.info@Envision-U.comUTH.    
 
 
About The Ultimate Sales & Leadership Challenge 
This televised sales competition was designed to recognize and reward the top sales people in  
select cities across the nation.  Created by international coaching company, Envision-U, this program 
creates a community where the best and the most proactive people of influence can come together to grow 
their careers and businesses to the next level. The primary purpose of this contest is to discover, showcase, 
and support people who have exceptional talents in sales and influence. Contestants will be recognized 
locally and nationally, receive great prizes and enhance their potential and opportunity.  All episodes will 
be shown this summer on WXYZ-Detroit Channel 7’s Web site. (HTUwww.wxyz.comUTH) The final episode will 
air on the Channel 7 in September.  For more information, please visit HTUwww.AreYouUp.comUTH or  
HTUwww.envision-u.comUTH . 


	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      Media Conact:
	          Melissa Allen
	          248-233-8132
	          melissa@liemac.com 
	 
	12 Metro Detroiters Vie on Reality TV Series for “Ultimate Sales Challenge” Champion
	Edward Chan of Okemos amongst finalists
	LIVONIA, Mich. - August 16, 2007 – Twelve metro Detroit reality-television show finalists are competing in a unique and intense six part competition that will culminate in the crowning  of  the 2007 Ultimate Sales Challenge Champion on live TV.  
	The final episode  will air prime-time on WXYZ TV (Channel 7) Thursday, September 20th from 8:00 – 9:00 PM, but the competitors, including Edward Chan of Okemos, have to first go through five interim competitions building up to the finals.  These interim competitions will be webcast on www.wxyz.com beginning on August 19. 
	“The Ultimate Sales Challenge is an opportunity for incredible personal growth,” said Edward Chan, an Okemos resident.  “When you understand how the mind works, you have greater control of your actions and responses.  Participating in the Are You Up challenge was a once-in-a-lifetime experience that really helped me improve my professional capabilities.” 
	The program, themed Are You Up?, is presented by Envision U, a Livonia-based international training company as a way to evaluate, train, recognize and reward regional sales and leadership professionals through a series of challenges designed to test their capabilities and help them actualize their potential. 
	“The Ultimate Performer Sales Challenge is American Idol for sales and leadership professionals,” said Rod Hairston, CEO of Envision U and developer of the program.  
	“Our philosophy is simple,” said Hairston.  “Training builds confidence.  Confidence creates influence, and the ability to influence leads to success and prosperity.  We want to capitalize on our region’s extraordinarily qualified workforce to create better, smarter and more marketable professionals, helping them to build bright futures right here in metro Detroit.” 
	The concept for The Ultimate Sales & Leadership Challenge came out of Hairston’s experience in training and coaching sales and customer service people for a number of Fortune 500 companies, where he has worked with hundreds of qualified and motivated mortgage bankers over the past ten years.
	 After auditioning hundreds of metro Detroiters, Envision U selected twelve finalists to compete to become the 2007 Ultimate Sales & Leadership Challenge Champion.  The finalists are as follows:
	Edward Chan – Okemos, MI
	Charles Anderson – Dearborn, MI
	Sarah Davies – Novi, MI
	Bob Dorigo Jones – Northville, MI
	Gregory Dreifus – Oak Park, MI
	Jason Hall – Bloomfield Twp., MI
	India Horton – Ann Arbor, MI
	Marilynne McBride – Rochester, MI
	Brittany McMillan – Trenton, MI
	Tracye Robinson-Blount – Bingham Farms, MI
	Erik Thompson – Detroit, MI
	Gayle Webster – Detroit, MI
	Five Webisodes will air on www.WXYZ.com  prior to the televised finale.  The schedule is as follows:
	 Webisode 1: The Audition - August 19, 2007 
	 Webisode 2: Adventure and Chaos - August 26, 2007 
	 Webisode 3: Head to Toe Makeover - September 2, 2007 
	 Webisode 4: Star Performer - September 9, 2007 
	 Webisode 5: Sales Pursuit - September 16, 2007 
	Throughout the competition, contestants received exclusive voice coaching by Hollywood voice coach to the stars, Roger Love, who has worked with the “who’s who” of Hollywood talent, including Reese Witherspoon, Eminem, Matchbox 20, Mandy Moore, Papa Roach, Motley Crue and more!  In addition, in order to test their ability to influence and maintain composure under pressure, contestants negotiated a simulated hostage crisis during a bank robbery, rappelled from a 5-story building, performed in a live singing competition and many more exciting challenges!
	Program sponsors include Quicken Loans, WXYZ-TV, ePrize, Somerset Collection, The Inn at St. John’s, Cadillac Travel Group, Fathead.com, Imperial Marketing, Inc., GoPicnic, Inc. and Motor City Harley-Davidson.
	For your chance to star in the next challenge, please respond to our casting call by visiting www.AreYouUp.com.  For more information, please contact www.info@Envision-U.com.   
	About The Ultimate Sales & Leadership Challenge
	This televised sales competition was designed to recognize and reward the top sales people in 
	select cities across the nation.  Created by international coaching company, Envision-U, this program creates a community where the best and the most proactive people of influence can come together to grow their careers and businesses to the next level. The primary purpose of this contest is to discover, showcase, and support people who have exceptional talents in sales and influence. Contestants will be recognized locally and nationally, receive great prizes and enhance their potential and opportunity.  All episodes will be shown this summer on WXYZ-Detroit Channel 7’s Web site. (www.wxyz.com) The final episode will air on the Channel 7 in September.  For more information, please visit www.AreYouUp.com or  www.envision-u.com .


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





Media Conact:











Melissa Allen












248-233-8132












melissa@liemac.com 


[image: image1.jpg]





12 Metro Detroiters Vie on Reality TV Series for “Ultimate Sales Challenge” Champion


Edward Chan of Okemos amongst finalists


LIVONIA, Mich. - August 16, 2007 – Twelve metro Detroit reality-television show finalists are competing in a unique and intense six part competition that will culminate in the crowning  of  the 2007 Ultimate Sales Challenge Champion on live TV.  


The final episode  will air prime-time on WXYZ TV (Channel 7) Thursday, September 20th from 8:00 – 9:00 PM, but the competitors, including Edward Chan of Okemos, have to first go through five interim competitions building up to the finals.  These interim competitions will be webcast on www.wxyz.com beginning on August 19. 


“The Ultimate Sales Challenge is an opportunity for incredible personal growth,” said Edward Chan, an Okemos resident.  “When you understand how the mind works, you have greater control of your actions and responses.  Participating in the Are You Up challenge was a once-in-a-lifetime experience that really helped me improve my professional capabilities.” 


The program, themed Are You Up?, is presented by Envision U, a Livonia-based international training company as a way to evaluate, train, recognize and reward regional sales and leadership professionals through a series of challenges designed to test their capabilities and help them actualize their potential. 


“The Ultimate Performer Sales Challenge is American Idol for sales and leadership professionals,” said Rod Hairston, CEO of Envision U and developer of the program.  


“Our philosophy is simple,” said Hairston.  “Training builds confidence.  Confidence creates influence, and the ability to influence leads to success and prosperity.  We want to capitalize on our region’s extraordinarily qualified workforce to create better, smarter and more marketable professionals, helping them to build bright futures right here in metro Detroit.” 


The concept for The Ultimate Sales & Leadership Challenge came out of Hairston’s experience in training and coaching sales and customer service people for a number of Fortune 500 companies, where he has worked with hundreds of qualified and motivated mortgage bankers over the past ten years.


After auditioning hundreds of metro Detroiters, Envision U selected twelve finalists to compete to become the 2007 Ultimate Sales & Leadership Challenge Champion.  The finalists are as follows:


Edward Chan – Okemos, MI


Charles Anderson – Dearborn, MI


Sarah Davies – Novi, MI


Bob Dorigo Jones – Northville, MI


Gregory Dreifus – Oak Park, MI


Jason Hall – Bloomfield Twp., MI


India Horton – Ann Arbor, MI


Marilynne McBride – Rochester, MI


Brittany McMillan – Trenton, MI


Tracye Robinson-Blount – Bingham Farms, MI


Erik Thompson – Detroit, MI


Gayle Webster – Detroit, MI


Five Webisodes will air on www.WXYZ.com  prior to the televised finale.  The schedule is as follows:


· Webisode 1: The Audition - August 19, 2007 


· Webisode 2: Adventure and Chaos - August 26, 2007 


· Webisode 3: Head to Toe Makeover - September 2, 2007 


· Webisode 4: Star Performer - September 9, 2007 


· Webisode 5: Sales Pursuit - September 16, 2007 


Throughout the competition, contestants received exclusive voice coaching by Hollywood voice coach to the stars, Roger Love, who has worked with the “who’s who” of Hollywood talent, including Reese Witherspoon, Eminem, Matchbox 20, Mandy Moore, Papa Roach, Motley Crue and more!  In addition, in order to test their ability to influence and maintain composure under pressure, contestants negotiated a simulated hostage crisis during a bank robbery, rappelled from a 5-story building, performed in a live singing competition and many more exciting challenges!


Program sponsors include Quicken Loans, WXYZ-TV, ePrize, Somerset Collection, The Inn at St. John’s, Cadillac Travel Group, Fathead.com, Imperial Marketing, Inc., GoPicnic, Inc. and Motor City Harley-Davidson.


For your chance to star in the next challenge, please respond to our casting call by visiting www.AreYouUp.com.  For more information, please contact www.info@Envision-U.com.   


About The Ultimate Sales & Leadership Challenge

This televised sales competition was designed to recognize and reward the top sales people in 


select cities across the nation.  Created by international coaching company, Envision-U, this program creates a community where the best and the most proactive people of influence can come together to grow their careers and businesses to the next level. The primary purpose of this contest is to discover, showcase, and support people who have exceptional talents in sales and influence. Contestants will be recognized locally and nationally, receive great prizes and enhance their potential and opportunity.  All episodes will be shown this summer on WXYZ-Detroit Channel 7’s Web site. (www.wxyz.com) The final episode will air on the Channel 7 in September.  For more information, please visit www.AreYouUp.com or 
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